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| repeat, be strong and bravBlo notbe afraid anddo notpanic, for I, the LORD your God, am
with you in all you do. Joshua 1.9

Resilience

John Lewis, the amazir@vil Rights Activistdeclaredii | f youb6r e not hopeful
you just give up. You have to take the long hard look and just
believe that I f youor elhecmr,di st en
suggestthat we become onsistentand resilient in our faith of

Jesus Christ.

We do notoften discuss this aspect of resilienteit it is a
prerequisite to our survival as parents, teachers, leagysne
and everywhereNever in my lifetime have | been called to this
notion so ofterndsopowerfully. Thisnotionof resilienceanvites

John Lewis, Giil Rights Leader

me as a priest, a spouse, a father, a frienthove beyond théaily pandemic tabulatioof
infection and death/Ve must be survivors. We must be resilient.

When | think of resilience, | think of John Lewis, the Congressman and Civil Rightserwho
recently passed from pancreatic cancer. Lewis was a survivor. Lewis never gave up despite
insurmountable odds economics, racism, beatings, too many to name. Early in his life, police
beat him severely on the head, causinglbfeg challengedyut he mver complained nor gave up.
He would never succumb. This type of resilience is now being called for to strengthen our soul.
Resilience is deeply tied to our faitA deep faithallows fora strong resiliencd. realizedthis
firsthand & a young mansompeting in boxing andmartial arts | was notthe best athletenor did

| have the greatest skill. However, | hattemendousnner faith, an unusuaesilience | never

lost. As crazy as it sounds, you could say | wasRieeky Balboa ofrural Missouriwith little
talentand awkwardmovemengbut | got the job dowrandl was theonly one still standingThe
underlyingmessagés notaboutboxing but resilience.

Daily life presents challenges, regardless of world evelawever, his pandemitas challenged
usbeyond normal obstacle®ays seem longet.ives lost. Axiety has increasedhe world of 5
months agas no longer here

However, there is always hop#lith a resilient faith, we will never give uplhe pandemic did
not stop our chneh, quite he oppositeWe are resilientWe are busieandmore active than ever
We worship multiple times each weelOur leaders argeachingout to the White Plains
community. We are supporting hundreds of families each week with\/éedre conneatig each
weekwith our membersWe havemultiple online eduational eveats. Simply put, ar church is
alive. Grace Episgpal Church is alive and well. Ware resilienend we are here for you.
If you need a listening egplease let us know.
God Bless,
Fr. Chip+
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Walter SimonTi Thank You

At the end of tis year, Walter Simon will step down from chairing the Building and Grounds
committeeHe has maintained this position for many, many years armdamot thank him enough
for all that he has done for Grace Church.

Walter Simon is a tall man. He towel
above most men and in more than one w|
Yes, Walter towers over othersot because
of his height, butbecause of his giving.
Walter gives much anoh many waysHe
does so by utilizing his gifté\s a Christian,
I beli eve we are c
invitation to best utilize our God given|
talents. Walter Simon has many talent
however, there is one that has grea
benefitted Grace la GracChurch over so| =
many decadedNValter lovesBuilding and
Grounds. He loves to tinker and strategi
how to fix things, maintain things, repal
things; and he is exceptionally good at it.Fq

50d O s

Walter will shrug it off when you
compliment him because li®es not wat
the attention, indicating thatt is his
committee orthe sexton who should be
commendedThat may be true part, kut |
have come to realize that peoplo not
shine unless they are tednd Walter is a
great leader.

Walter, as a former chemist and busing
executive, knows how to managee
details, multitask, and get things doéhetheiit is pursuing a $200,000 city grant for Lifting UP
Westchester, or helping our sexton repair a boiler, Walter is on top ofgesnthe job done. We

will never know how much Grace Church has received from Walter Simon, but we value him
tremendously. Go8less you, Walter.

Thank you for allyou havedone.

Fr. Chip +
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NEW BEGINNINGS

I n September, 2019 we openednomgsovewsclurc
stewardship them&Ve chose this theme as it was a new (first) year for Father Chip at Grace
Church. There werether firsts in2019. We are continuing in 2020 with the same theme because
of all of our firsts in this time of Covid9.

Many of our parishioners lost their means of employment because of layoffs due to the
Corona virus. Unfortunately others lost their lives. Manypteare in need of food and other
assistance. This has given ouriglaand community members the opportunity to be good
stewards in a new way. The Vestry and stewardship committee have been calling every member
of Grace to check on their welfare. Alsog tmembergunder the leadership of Father Chip,

Father Adolfo and Michagbur wardepresponded to theeeds of others through our food
alliance weekly distributions.

The Church was closed feervices for several months but reopened on Sunday, August
2", During this period the stewardship committee continued to meet via zoom, another first.
We asked our parishionefwho are able to)Xp continue giving their pledge. Some parishioners
stepped up anevenincreased their pledge and or gave their pladgelvance Grace Church
was able to paigs expenses with this pledge money, help from the Dioceses and Aosotker
first was the installatio of a slot in the door by oue8ton Taurino. Parishioners now have three
options to give their pledgél) mailing a check; (2) putting an envelope through the slot in the
door; and3) giving electronically.

We are prayerfully optimistic about our future. We hope to begin our church school year
in September and our stewardship campaign for 2021 in cRlease start thinking about the
ways i n which you can contribute to our churec

Charlotte Roberson
Stewardship Chairperson

NUEVOS COMIENZOS

En septiembre de 2019 abrimos nuestro nuevo afio ecles@sti¢buevos comienzos" como

nuestro tema de mayordomia. Elegimos este tema porque era un nuevo (primer) afio para el
Padre Chip en Grace Church. Hubo otras primicias en 2019. Continuamos en 2020 con el mismo
tema debido a todas nuestras primicias en psteaéde Covidl9.

Muchos de nuestros feligreses perdieron sus medios de empleo debido a los gesgidos
Coronavirus .. Desafortunadamente, otros perdieron la vida. Muchas personas necesitan
alimentos y otro tipo de asistencia. Esto le ha dado a npastcguia ya losmiembros de la
comunidad la oportunidad de ser buenos administradores de una nueva manera. Becomité
mayordomiay la juntahan estado llamando a todos los miembros de Gracevpac@moestan
Ademas, los miembros (bajo el liderazig Padre Chip, el Padre Adolfo y Michael, nuestro
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director) respondieron a las necesidades de otros a través de las distribuciones semanales de
nuestra alianza de alimentos.

La Iglesia estuvo cerrada durante varios meses, pero volvié a abrir el dondiegm@sto.
Durante este periodo, el comitérdayordomiacontinud reuniéndose a través de zoom, otra
novedad. Les pedimos a nuestros feligreses (que pueden hacerlo) que continden dando su
promesaAlgunos feligreses dieron un paso al frente e incluso aanmensypromesao dieron
supromesgor adelantado. Grace Church pudo pagar sus gastos con estaldilarpromesas,
ayuda de Idiocesis y préstamos. Otra novedad fa instalacion del buzd@n la puerta por
nuestro Sextofaurino. Los feligreses ahora tienen tres opcionesrpatizar sus promesad)
enviar un cheque por correo; @har un sobrenel buzén instalado sobtta puerta que da para
Main st y (3) donaciones electronicas.

Estamoptimistasy estamos orardpornuestro futuro. Esperamos comenzar nuestro ano
escolar de la iglesia en septiembre y nuestra campafa de mayordomia para 2021 en octubre.
Empiece a pensar en las formas en que puede contribuir a la campafia de mayordomia, el
crecimiento y la prosperidade nuestra iglesia.

Charlotte Roberson
Encargadade Mayordomia

Reopening for Worship at Grace la Gracia Episcopal Church

Grace Family,
We arereopening worshipin our building as of August 1st. | know there are many
guestions and therefore hope to answer many of them with the Q and A section below

Q: What are the main changes in worship?
1 must register with ushers before you enter due to Contact Tracing; if someone w
later test positive, we could notify those in attendance
must enter wearing a mask
sit in front seats marked and separated (we will exit by pews)
enter and exit with 6 feet distancing
no singing because it promotes infection spread
no Communion yet
75 attendance maximum per service
no choir; but yes, to organ and soloist
please do not attend if you have a medical condition or if you have a 104et degr
higher temperature
1 our pew cushions and books will be removed; please do not bring your own
Q: May | use the bathroom?
1 Yes during the service, not afterward.

= =4 -4 —a —a _—a _—a -2
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Q: Has the church space been sanitized?

1 Yes before and after each service.

Q: Do membershave to preregister for a seat?

1 No, currently the English services are using an app to check people in. All memt
names are downloaded in this app. When someone enters, their name is checke
someone outside this list wants to worship, that is fineyiNedd their name.

Q: Can | take my mask off in worship?

1 No, for your safety and others, we ask you to not remove your mask.
Q: Can | sit next to my family or someone living with me?

1 Yes.
Q: Can | sit next to a friend or someone not living with me?

1 No, not currently.

Q: When | enter the church, | see all these ropes or tape. What are they for?

1 We have blocked areas where members are not allowed based on safe distanci
You will see alternating pew entrances blocked. You will see some pews partiall
blocked off.

Q: If I have had flu-like symptoms and/or 1004 degrees or higher temperature,
should | stay home?

1 Yes.

Q: Will the online worship services continu€@
1 Yes, just as they have been.
Q: When are the Sunday worship services?
1  The normal times at 80&m English, 10:00am English and 12:30pm Spanish
Q: If I have a question during worship, what do | do?
1 Please raise your hand, an usher will help you.
Q: If I have more questions now, where can | get answers?
1 Please contact me, Fr. Chip

God Bless,

Chip+

Where is God in the Present Pandemic?

By. Rev. Adolfo Moronta

Today, weare fighting differenfronts- thepandemiavhich has challenged all of v economic
crisis,and social injustices. All these matters have egking us up irdifferentwaysespecially
to appreciatenorethe walk of faith.
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All over the world there is pajrthaos, disease, disorientatimmd turmoil Socialdistancinghas
become th@mewnorm, no hugs, no hand shakilagdgreeing each other in a very awkward way,
with our elbows.On top of it all basic activities such as going to scho@gdgations birthday
parties, meetingsunerals, and Eucharistic servig@e nowmostlydone virtually

SomepeoplearequestioningvhetherGodsentthevirus asa punishmenandif notthenwhere
wasGod? Theanswelis thatGoddidn'tsendthevirus;illness,virusesandtroublehavealways
beenaround

You see, wruses are constantly changing, making it possible on very rare occaswrange in
such a way that they can infect people easily and spread efficientlypéson to person

For exampleéhe 1918 influenza pandemic was the most severe pandemic in recent history, it spread
worldwide during 19181919.1t is estimated that about 500 million people or-tmed of the

worl dés popul ation became i nfect estimatedtdbeatt hi s
least 50 million worldwide with about 675,000 occurring in the United States.

I donot belvieves tihe Godosnapl an. God is not c:
makes many miserable, and has widespread adverse effeotsaig &od did not cause this evil!

| think God loves everyone and everything. The God | am describing is not watching from a
distance, eating popcorn. Instead, God actively fights against evil. But God needs cooperation from
creatures and creation fovieto win. In this time of struggle, God needs the best of medicine, the

best from social leaders, and the best from each of us.

As a priest,| 6 keardandseenin peoplea variety of feelingsin the pastmonths:panic,fear,
anger,sadness;onfusionand despairMore andmoreit feelslike we arein a horrormovie. And
eventhemostreligiouspeopleaskme: Why is this happeningAnd: Whereis Godin all of this?

Godis in the doctors, nurses and healthcare workers caring for those suffering

In the first responders who risk everything to hatipers.

In the scientists and researchers working tirelessly to find treatments and a.vaccine

In the essential workers who keep things running

In the people who donate their antibodies to help theasickest

In every neighbor, friend or stranger who helps feed, who shops, or who just provides
comfort to those who are suffering

x That'swhereGodis in this pandemi¢God is the same and He is with us.

X X X X X X

The recent coronérus hasnot taken God by surprise. He is at work through this pandemic to
revive and restorklis people. His power and glory will shake the world and take us to a true great
awakeningHis plan for this world is still to draw the hearts of all people to Hine.s not allow

this time to be a time of dec@Godswithys, Hedeit ddnsd ta | |
bring us this fard leave usHe - God- is doing more than hurting with @sHe is redeeming this
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tragedy invery amazing waysWe are going to have to trust in God to take us through these
difficult circumstances, and to bring us out safely.

In all circumstance<;od isnot only ourrefugewherewe fleefor protection and healindput he
is alsoour fortress our defensivestructure that allowasto withstand the attacks of enemies.

In John 16:33esus reminds u¥: have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.

Thoughts from the Senior Warden

The Discernment Commi tt e &withstrbng gurdande fronyFatltee or g e
Chip Graves whichincludes: The Rev. Marsha Bacon Glover, Mary Baker, Bill Biles, Sam

Brown and Walter Simoret for the # time last Wednesday. This special group of Grace

Episcopal Church/La Gracia represdivtes ishelping me through a critical stage of preparation

in my ordination processOur conversations have been uplifting and revealing. It is gleten

departure from what | hagkpectedas the members of the committee are sharing as much about

their ownexperiences abey go through the process of discerning about my worthiness as a
candidate At | ast weekds s essi o0nneticrpace df activityimiife) was s p €
and the need for me to try to find time to de
- and receive. A good friend sends me daily meditatimm Dutch theologian Henri Nouwen

which | have come to look foravd to. Curiously, this onlgelowjust hit my inbox. | firmly

believe that in life (and especially in this process) there are no coinciddtlease consal and

try to apply this approado your own circumstancd. 6 m al ready making t he ¢

Being is More Important than Doing

| suspect that we too often have lost contact with the source of our own existence and have
become strangers in our own house. We tend to run around trying to solve the problems of our
world while anxiously avoiding cordntation with that reality wherein our problems find their
deepest roots: our own selves. In many ways we are like the busy executive who walks up to a

precious flower and says: AWhat for Godds sak
somehow?of iamdls tthlkeem f |l ower 6s response incompr el
here to be beautiful .o

How can we also come to this wisdom of the flower that being is more important than doing?
How can we come to a creative contact with the grounding of outife#n

| do want to mention that |06l |"obfagustdv idiogn6a t o
i magi ne t hat affewvivdeks.bfeel tmiothe Glaee Chiuch/La Gradshipois

moving steadily in the right direction. Please do wiwat cani through your prayers and

actionsi to help keep us on course.
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Blessings
Michael Heffner

Grace Episcopal Church/La Gracia
Senior Warden

Join the Book Club in a SpeciaDioceseWide Reading

= -
ssssssssssssssssssss

Social justice. Systemic racism. Religious bigotry. Fierce hatred. Thegestseme of the

issues that havigecome even more urgeittensely risingight along with the pandemic. Where

do we go from here? Ibram X. Kenduthor, historian, scholaanddirector of the Center for

Antiracist Research at Boston Universitas somepecific ideas on how we as individuals can

move from awareness to actitirat he shares in hisghly acclaimedNew York Timebestseller

How to be an Antiracist Consi dering Kendi 6s AmndewlML an essent
Dietsches passionately inviting all 200 parishes in the Episcopal Diocese of New York to

digest, discuss, and commit to tinessagekendi pioposes as the cure to racism of every kind.

The Book Clubwill launchits 21st yeawith this pivotaland engagin@pookselection and follw
the Dioceseds timeline shown bel ow.

The book is available through many sources, including the Westchester Library System, Amazon,

and Audible, among others.

TIMELINE
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July 2020:Launch of Episcopal NY Reads 1 Book 2020. All 200 parishes in the Diocese of New
York are invited to form reading groups to read and discuss Ibram X. Keloavto Bean
Antiracist.Parishes begin promoting the program, recruiting participants, and purchasing books.

August 2020: Parish reading groups sign up to participate in the book reading program,
including taking part in online book chats with people from opiagishes. Parishes select dates
for three live book discussions during the month of September and enter these on their calendars.

September2020: Three live book discussions are held in parishes arouriticese, including

a number thafieatureinter-parish dialog and sharing. Many parishes find that Kendi's book and

the conversations it generates are stimulating ideas about how their congregations can commit to
turning their churches into antiracist institutions.

October 22, 2020Parish members fromcross th®ioceseparticipatein a live online event
with author Ibram X. Kendi (signp details to come).

As Bi shop Dieadng thifimok samwcted mefibBt made me grateful and hopeful
In moving past the binary simplicity of racism or nacism to the broader, deeper and
transformative possibilities of antiracism, (ikendi) calls America to a new way of
being.Everyon@ white, black, and all people of cobwill find their assumptions challenged
in this book, but | promise: challenged inygavhich signal the possibility of human and godly
liberationo

The Book Club is looking forward to this meaningful exploration of a way forward in our current
environmentWe hope you will join the conversatioikieep an eye out for more details to come.
(Interested in the Book Club? Contact Karen Odom at karenodom@yahoo.com)

Submitted by Karen Odom

STRESS

A lecturer, when explaining stress management to an audience, raised a glass of water and asked:
fiHow heavy is this glass of watérAnswers called out ranged from 20g to 500g.

The | ecturer replied, 0T hdeperaldon bowilongegouineto hglht d o
it I f hold it for a minute, thatds not a
right ar m. I f hold it for a day, youol | h
weight, butthd onger | hold 1t, the heavier It become
He continuedi And t hatdos the way it is with stress m
ti me, sooner or | ater, as the burden bAxomes
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with the glass bwater, you have to put it down for a while and rest before holding it agénmen

webre refreshed, we can carry on with the bur
Whatever burdens youdre carrying now, | et t h
anything that may be aburdempaoo u r i ght now and donét pick it
a while.

Mary Baker

LAYING DOWN YOUR BURDENS
Here are some ways of dealing with the burdens of life:
Accept that some days youdbre the pigeon,

Always keep your words soft and sweetstln case you have to eat them.

(@}

Drive carefully. ltds not only cars thea
|l f you candét be kind, at | east have t|
If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again, it was probably worth it.

More in the next i sSsueéé.

Mary Baker

Thisdocument was submitted to the Grace Episcopal Church Discernment Committee and is the
second of threepart series whichdl like to share with the congregatioMichael

Personal History

My father was premed at William and Mary when he enlisted in the Navy to help in the war
effort in 1941 (he was 18). He was sent to t
(tank landing ship) that brought tanks, vehictzsgo to the beaches of Okinawa in 1945. The
devastation that he withessed became the source of his spiritual conversion. With the ending of

the war, myfathercompleted his undergraduate work and then attended Virginia Theological
Seminary seeking ordation to the priesthood. During his time at VTS, my father saw a posting

for an assignment in Japan to build missions for the Episcopal Church on leper colonies (on an
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island off of Okinawa). He was drawn to the potential to create healing in a togreabflspair
and felt that atthis elony would bauecthe grbatest spivitual need.

My mother is Japanese and lived through the devastation of the Battle of Okinawa in 1945
(losing her father, brother and all that belonged to her fam8fae was 10 years old and had to
survive in the mountains in fear of the allied forces and the raiding Japanese troops. At one
point, her family was convindghat death was the preferred alternative and were given a
grenade to collectively bring an erathe suffering. By some miracle, the detonation

mechanism failed. Shortly after, American soldiers were able to convince my grandmother that
there were alternatives. This evetaygd with my mother as she learned about Christianity as a
student and lgan her conversion. She attended college in Kyoto and returned to Okinawa to
become a teacher and eventually the principalfaita-basedschool that my father helped to

build. They were married in 1960.

Both of my parents continue to be the largesitspl influencesm my life. Their stories inspire
me. Their works amaze me. My calling is a natural extension of where | came from. That there
is a genetic component to my call is not an exaggeration.

My wife Hyun and | have been married for alm86tyears. She knows my story better than
anyone. She is convinced that seeking ordination to the priesthood is the best step for our entire
family. | would add that my sons are supportive (and a pétified) atthis decisiori i ar en 0t
youalittleolddt o be i n school ?0 And so it goesé

| would suggest that th@race
Church experiengen its totality,

has been hugely impactful in
bringing me to this period of
discernment. The children | have
taught, the people who | have fed,
the funerals that | hawattended, the
baptisms that | have photographed,
the members who | have embrdce

B Congrais~ S = )
Class og,- 2020 10 Jusp R * the priests who | have come to

James Heffner [pserrsf¥ _ know and lové all have brought
' ' me to this place. | am blessed.




RALLY
HONORING
BLACK

LIVES LOST

Friday July 10, 2020 6pm
Westchester County Courthouse
110 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
White Plains

*Please wear a mask and adhere to social distancing guidelines

Stand with families impacted
by police violence.

We came because we could not stand silently by our
brother's blood, we came because we know that second
only to silence, the greatest danger to man is loss of faith

In Man's capacity to act

Rabbi Eugene B. Borowitz
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Advocacy at Grace Episcopal Church

Grace Church was well regsented ate July Rally Honoring Black Lives Lost with
atterdanceby manymembersandspeeches from our own Sorraya Sampson and Nathaniel
Graves.




Covid-19 has ravaged our country, oastitutions,and our daily lives, forcing us to explore new

Sanitizing the Church

ways of reconnecting with our traditions. Who would have thowghivould be mandatedsax-
foot distance or that face masks would become a necessary fasmada

The pandemic has also forced us to change our ways and means of doing church, including safety

guidelines that seemihgchange by the week. That said, you can know that Grace Church is

good hands and is doing everything by the book.
Over the past months, the Building and Grounds Committee, headed by Walter Simon, has ensured
our building spacdo be cleaned,sanitized,and disinfected according to CDC and diocesan
guidelines. Taurio, our sextonhas beema remarkably busynan, applying the new safety
guidelinesin his daily routine.Below is a list of the many procedures taken.

We have fogged the parish hall and kitchen (heavier traffic areas)

We have constantly and consistenfiwept washed, wiped down all hard surfaces

throughout the many rooms and offices in our building

We have removed all books and cushions from the church
We have marked all pews in the church (safe distancing)
We disinfect and sanitize the church, pahall, and sacristy before and after each worship

service.

We have placed new signs at all entrances sharing new safety guidelines.
Taurino
utilizing the CDC safety standards asliwe

works closely with Samaritan

Hous

| pray that our covidl9 pandemic dissipates so that we can return to some sense of normal;
however, until then, know that our number one priority is your safety.

God Bless,

Chip +

l'tds been
ready to celebrate the Journey to Womanhood and Manhood fBitetir3 students. It will
happen, but naintil we are all safe enough to physically come together to congratulate and
celebrate this milestone in the lives of our young people.
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The bad news was th@bvid-19 also truncated religious instruction for all our young people.
Webve all thleienn eaxdtriddr dinnary ti me. We didnot
Easter, Pentecqsindthe end of the school year. The good news is that the teaching staff, along
with Fr. Chip are planning for the academic year to come.

As many of you know, priaio the church closinghere hadeen parental meetings to fiodt
what they would like to know and envision for their children. As a resultetiehingstaff and

Fr. Chip met to discuss what the future ofgiglus education would look like once westene.

On behalf of Grace Churchodés teaching staff (a
our new name i§outh Christian Education It is more reflective of our mission and goal to
provide religious education to our young people. Yes, we are8unday, as a rule, but our
collective desire is to share the Good Word with them in a more modern presentation.

The teaching staff will be using a curriculum which will reflect the Lectionary being shared
during the service so that instruction meldshwithat is happening at the Mass. We will also be
sharing take home materials with parents as a way to include them in the education of their
children. We are the proverbial village in formiogr young people as Christians.

This ministry will resume in@me manner this &awmn. Once plans are concrete. Chip will
announce tslplans:albeit ramote,tifpessdn, or a blend.

On an additional note, we would like to take this opportunity tc
thank Donna Louis for her extraordinary leadershifhexmany
years she has led this part of our church life. We could not hg
come this far without her graciousness, leadership and talent.} \

As the new Youth Christian Education leader, | welcome you
input, thoughts (and prayers, too!) as | embark on engsthat
our very important young people continue to be a part of our
spiritual lives.

Linda Gallo

The Deadline For TheNinter Angelus
Is Novemberl5". As Always, Thank You For
Your Contributions!




The Angelus
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of Grace Church.a Gracia
(914) 9492874
www.gracewhiteplains.org
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Views from the Pews

This monthour parishionersharedheir views aboutdealingwithout in-personworship
services

THE O6 HANLFEAMILY:

Forthe O'Hanlonfamily, theinterludesincemid-Marchhasbeenatime of mixedemotions.We
aremostgratefulfor the heroicefforts Father
Chip, MichaelHeffnerandthe vestryhave
undertakeno makeremotechurch
possible. And we aredelightedthatthe
Churchhastakenon the socialjusticeissue
asit has.

Thatsaid,we of coursemisstheclose
¥ connectionsvith our fellow parishoners

. Whichis possibleonly throughourin person
servicesandactivities. For Nikolas,Anna
andVika, thetime hasmeantanendto the



http://www.gracewhiteplains.org/

fellowshipwhich arisesfrom servingasacolyteschoir memberslay readerandushers.Anna
andVika havealsomissedtherevamped2A format,which LaurenReid hadcleverly
establisheédsa oncemonthlygatheringate on a Sundayafternoon soasto avoidthe schedule
conflictswhich hadarisenwith holdingJ2A weeklyduringthe Churchservice. For Georgeijt
hasentailedan earlyendof theyearfor the Rite 13 classheteachesith Donnalouis, and
unfortunatelymissingout on the CelebrityCelebrationwe hold in mid-March,to honorour new
Rite 13 Celebrities. Thegoodnewsis thatwe do look forwardto thatcelebratiornin thenear
future. KarenandAnnawereableto serveaslay readersataremoteservicein July,andreport
it waswonderfulto bein the sanctuaryandbe a partof the servicethere.

But for all we miss,theoneoverriding conclusionwe drawis thatour Churchis far strongerthan
the pandemic.In modifiedform, the Churchservicegoeson. Thework of thevestrygoes

on. Thework of thediscernmentommitteegoeson. Throughits food distributionactivities,
the Churdh demonstrateis leadershipn helpingto address coreproblemmadeworseby the
pandemic. Socialjusticeremainsatthefore of our thinking andefforts. We connectwith each
otherthroughzoomandothermeans.We all knowthatit is justa matterof time beforewe are

all togetheragainin amorenormalsetting. And we alsoknow thatour Churchandcongregation
will bestrongeffor this experierce

Sunday SchoolStudents

Maya Daughtry

Something love aboutGraceis aloving andsafecommunity.Gracechurchto meis thefamily
thatwill alwayslove you andbethereto supportyou.| alsolike beinganacolyteand
volunteeringto feedthe homeles®n holidays.Everyoneworkstogetherandwe servethemwith
dignity.

ShaneDaughtry
Whatl like aboutGraceChurchis the communityof peopleandhow closetheyare.

Eric Woodberry

It hasbeenvery strangenot goingto churchon Sundays.l missbeinganacolyte,which makes
mefeellike animportantpartof the serviceandchurch. | alsomissSundaySchool,meeing asa
groupandcompletingassignments.

Aaron Woodberry
Oneof themainthings!l missaboutnot havingchurchis SundaySchool. I missmeetingwith
my peersandlearningaboutGod.

Emmi Woodberry
SundaySchool,andl missmy teacherandlearningaboutthe Bible. | alsomissdoingthe
crafts.

Anna Kristina O'Hanlon
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Thethingsl missmostaboutGraceChurcharethe J2A meetingsacolytingandseeinghe other
memberf thecongregation.

Nikolas O'Hanlon

Therearemanyaspets of GraceChurchthatl missin this time of turmoil, uncertaintyand
chaos.Someof theseaspectsncludethe extremelykind andacceptingGraceChurch
community,thejovial anduplifting aurathatl would feel assoonasl| setfoot in the building,
andall theeventsandoutingsthatwould progressivelyoring the GraceChurchcommunity
closerto oneanotherThekind andacceptingGraceChurchcommunityhashelpedme
throughoutmy time with this community.

Vika O'Hanlon
Thething | missmostaboutGraceChurchis the people.

Priya Kumar
I missSundaySchoolandcoffeehour.

Rohan Kumar
I missSundaySchool,the 3rd Sunday(Family SundayService)andcoffeehour.

Aadi Kumar
I missSundaySchool,coffeehourandservingasanacolyte.

SebastianLopes
| missthelessondearnedduring Sundayschool,the peopleof GraceChurch,the coffeehour,
andfeedingthehomeless.

SYLVIA SIMON:
My mom used to say that OoNo one misses the wa
This is so true. When church had to be closed for weekly services and related activities, many of
us discussed the fact that it created an emptiness which we all acutely felt. Yet, as we began to
reach out to each other, we discovered that God enabledind bther ways to connect.

Weekly Services
At first, most of u-persbnesénticesi Howewen, shan&stto Ft. Bhep, s a me
Michael Heffner and Peter Roberts it became better and better each week. The addition of
weekly lectors from theongregation and a choir member to sing hymns were excellent
enhancements. | remember feeling so filled wi
Jacobdéds Ladder. o0 Kudos to all who worked so h
many oldemparishioners and/or those with underlying conditions, continued to attend virtual
services even after modified-person services resumed

Person to Person Connection
How we miss our ability to connect to fellow parishioners for both sad and happy ewnts.
were saddened by the passing of longtime friends like Cecil Henry, and Harvey Chambers. We
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were unable to gather together to formally sérain off to the Lord. Charles Wiggins had a
more formal senaff. Yet, the service had been impacted by the pandend s constr ain
We had to celebrate our graduates virtually as well. Lauren Reid did a wonderful job of
coordinating a celebration of all graduates by designing a banner displayed in front of the church.
She also gave a wonderful description of eacldgate during a virtual service, and she

personally delivered gifts from the vestry and ECW to each graduate. Thank you, Lauren, for all
you do for our young people.

ZOOM Connection
Zoom meetings and discussions have also provided a venue for connactibip Bnd Mo Lisa
led several discussions on Race Spirituality, after viewing a reflection by Bishop Curry. This
allowed parishioners of Grace aB8d . J o h n 0 sTuckghae $ohave dis€ussioms on race
and spirituality. In addition, Michael Heffnepordinatedseveral discussions on Social Justice.
We heard from experts in the area of Social Justitiativesled by Sorroya Elliott. Many of
Gracebs organizations have had zoom meetings,

Outreach Connection
Fr Adolfo, MichaelHeffner and the L&racia parishionersave spearheaded a wonderful
weekly food distribution initiative for our neighbors who need food during the pandemic. Each
week they distribute bags of food to sustain the recipients during the week.
Besides assistg with the food bank, Linda Gallo coordinates a shopping service for parishioners
who need it.

Phone Connection
Thegoodold ashi oned phone call means so much to t
managed to remain connected through weekly calls toaheh
My grandmot her al ways told me when | became f
find a way. o Il ndeed, this is more than true

Compiled by Mary Baker

 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
. there is neither malaor female, for you all are one in Christ Jesus.

ARE HUMANRIGH‘I’S | -Galatians 3.28

-l

| Do All People Deserve Respect and Equal Treatment?
Amid the protesting of racism and taftermath of the horrific
George Floyd incident, we face the aspect of Social Justice, front
and center. As | look to the Bible for reference and guide, | find
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hundreds of scriptural verses claiming justice and equality, not for one, gdipr all.
Grace Church has a long history of support for Social JuStiieehave and continue to develop
programs, discussions, various venues in sumgahtose facing injusticé-urthermore,lere
seems to be not one but many groups that have faced injustice

| ama visual person and therefore resonate witlSibgal Justice image the left. This multr
color image envelops so many who have faced injustice. It begins with Black Lives Matter. It
continues with womends r i ght sssareourgraatesttoolsg ht s,
All areenveloped irthis multicolor image, resonating with all peomall colors and those in

the LGBTQ community.

| ask that we @y for those facing injustice, thattheg® ul d have a seat at Go

Furthermore, | @y that we as Christians remain true to our Baptismal Covenant stating that we
will strive for justice and peace among all pe@pid respect the dignity elvery human being

Amen!

Grace Churchi Rectory Renovation

Fr. Chip is extremely grateful that Grace Church provides a wonderfulfplaeis family to live.

We refer to it as the rectorin the past year, Grace Church has bhagashatingthe churchowned
rectory, initiallywith new windows, exterior painting and more. However, thanks to former senior
warden (Joe Gallo) and current chairman of the Building and Grounds Committee (Walter Simon),
Grace Church received a substantial grant from an Episcopal charity, the Bedelatanfor

much needed improvements.
Wi, S A o ¥ Therefore, over the past 6 months,
under the direction of Nate Hogan,
the rectory has received additional
renovations to include3 new
bathrooms, a new driveway, lawn
# managementa new kitchen and
more. Pleasdook at the photos

" displaying some of th&onderful
changesEr. Chip and Rev. Lisa are
hoping that Grace la Gracia
members will come see the rectory
and join them for a social gathering
~__ once it becomes safer to
- congregate.










